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ConnectSpace.vi
Comes to St. Croix

rogressive cities like San
P Francisco and New York

offer co-work spaces where
you can rent a desk and office
services. You may, by chance,
collaborate with other workers
there or get creative together.
ConnectSpace.vi on Strand St.
in Frederiksted does that, too,
but ConnectSpace has stretched
the concept.

ConnectSpace.vi rents not
only conference
rooms and
shared work
spaces—by the
day, week or
month—but
also offers free
telework

c © ~ training and
sonnecspacead - job-matching.
Yvette Ali. We use

components of
the hub-space and co-working
space trend but actively train a
workforce and job-match, too,”
says Alexis George, Project
Coordinator. “We are unique in
the world in that aspect. We
import the jobs.”

ConnectSpace.vi operates

under a grant from viNGN to
create telework, a.k.a remote
work. Through “telework
bootcamp,” ConnectSpace
introduces Virgin Islanders to
online platforms. Residents can
take software training, be
tested and become certified.

“We put in contract proposals

to vet for jobs. | just found
design engineers here, ready to
go,” she says. “But | need
resumes; | constantly collect
resumes!” says Ali. “We are
going to be a major hub for the
world.” Visit www.connectspacevi.net.

IEVIEWS

Message from Lorine...

ith the baking, shopping, and gift
W wrapping all over for another year, it’'s

time to bring in the New Year. With great
pleasure | send warm wishes for excellent health,
growing fortune, good cheer, and persistent luck to
all in the year 2013. Although I'm not one for
party hopping on New Year’s Eve, | do enjoy the
idea of reviewing the past and looking forward
with good intentions and high hopes for the new
year. | must be eager, because I've caught myself
wanting to write 2013 already—Ilet’s see if |
remember that on January 1!

To mark the 60th Anniversary of the Crucian Christmas Festival, 3 festive
villages will help you celebrate — at the Canegata Ball Park, in Mon Bijou,
and the main party in downtown Frederiksted. With lots of live music and a
big bash planned for Old Year’s Night, the Frederiksted pier will be jumping!
The all-volunteer Gentlemen of Jones social club has once again graciously
decorated both Christiansted and Frederiksted with pretty holiday lights.
The children's parade is January 4 and the adult parade on January 5,
2013. They have threatened to start on time.

Like in towns across the US, the citizens of St. Croix have committed this
holiday season to shopping local. With media support from Innovative and
the St. Croix Chamber of Commerce, residents are encouraged to keep their
hard earned dollars in the St. Croix economy. Several new and old local
businesses are helping us make that happen: Rhythms on the corner of
Company Street and Queen Cross Street celebrated their 5th anniversary by
expanding their space and are opening a new vegetarian restaurant next
door, plus Joyah Pedrini opened a new custom jewelry store on the same
corner. The former Stixx is now open as John Eddie's Low Life Bar and
Refuge with two bars (one up and one down), serving food with a Cajun flair.
You can't beat the view and the selections I've tried so far were delicious.
The latest Art Thursday (third Thursday of every month in season) was a
huge success, and at the most recent Sunset Jazz, Stanley and the Ten
Sleepless Nights brought the overflow crowd to their feet as everyone was
ready for a good olde fashioned night of dancing and seeing old friends.

A year ago, St. Croix received a substantial blow to our local economy
with the closing of HOVENSA. The ongoing ramifications have dominated
our economic and social scene these past 11 months. Immediately 40 more
homes were on the market to sell, several small businesses have contracted
or closed, and many families have chosen to leave the island. The closing
touched every man, woman, and child on the island.

In November while the "big island" (as | like to call the States,) elected its
President, the USVI elected all 15 of its Senators from a crowded field of 100
candidates. St. Croix doubled its number of female Senators (from 2 to 4)
and now a full third of the Senators are women. In fact, Senator Hansen
received the most votes on St. Croix, with Senator Samuel Sanes, who will
serve as the Senate Vice President, coming in second.

Spread the word! This is absolutely the best time to buy real estate in St
Croix - with historically low rates of mortgage interest, and our prices are
more affordable than ever.

Have a safe and glorious New Year celebration. Celebrate
with me writing ..."2013” and let’s make it our Lucky Year!

All the best, I—Or ine




WO’VV, . . Mary Dema

Y

ou might have noticed Christiansted looking quite smart lately. That's Mary &
Dema’s mantra at play. “Open up!” cries Mary Dema. “Open up the windows, |8
the view, the shutters... the possibilities!” says she, like a town crier. I

Since summer, Dema has been on a fast track to beautify the historic buildings
of downtown Christiansted. It occurred to Dema that, by opening shutters of
vacant grande dame buildings and adding colorful, cultural displays to the
windows, town would look more inviting. “Everyone | contacted was 100 percent
[behind the idea],” Dema said. Her spirit is contagious.

By August, her new friend Susan Kraeger had signed on, and, as one idea built
on another, the mission gathered steam. Soon volunteers had boarded Dema’s
bandwagon—artists, non-profits, retailers, building
owners, school groups and a Miss St. Croix contestant.

First, they tackled the Hamilton Building on King
Street. “We put a fresh coat of paint on the first level.

The windows now showcase Susan Wall’s stunning
photographs of hibiscus flowers, promoting the
Hibiscus Society,” Dema said. Down the way, artist and photographer Toni Lance designed a window featuring
her St. Croix Avian Sanctuary. The St. Croix Heritage Dancers display King and Queen costumes from last
year’s “Grande Ball.” St. Croix Environmental Association, the Botanical Gardens and Landsmarks Society have
undertaken windows, as have CHANT, Caribbean Community Theater and UVI.

Dema has worked in Christiansted since the day she arrived on island in 1977. In 1989, she opened Quin
- House Galleries on Company St, moving it to Peter’s Rest in 2006.

jof 51, Croix is
the QGueen

“Through the window displays, we

want to focus on the education, culture

and history of the island.”

ST. CROIX INTERNATIONAL REGATTA SALUTES
NICK CASTRUCCIO

When Captain Nick Castruccio moved here in 1971, sallors raced<from St.

Memorial Day weekend. They raced in our Crucian waters and raced back to St. Thomas again—all part

of St. Croix’s annual regatta. Then Foxy’s in the BVI switched its Wooden Boat Regatta to the same
weekend, rendering our races dead in the water. Enter Captain Nick. In October 1992, Nick Castruccio
orchestrated the first Mumm’s Cup at the St. Croix Yacht Club, securing Mumm’s Champagne as sponsor. “Back
in those days, | was racing everywhere in the Caribbean, so | put the word out,” said Castruccio. “We had 69
boats, many from far away! They came-from Barbados, Antigua, St. Martin, the BVIs, St. Thomas and Puerto
Rico.” This year, the St. Croix International Regatta tipped its hat to the Captain. On Veteran’s Day weekend, the
Yacht Club celebrated the regatta’s 20th anniversary, welcoming folks with a Cruzan Rum party and reggae
music. The club hosted races by day, DJ music in the after-noons and bands at night. Each day, winning
skippers from four categories—Racing, Cruising, Multihulls and Rhodes 19—walked off with a bottle of Cruzan
Rum. Overall first-place skippers won their weight in rum at the Awards Ceremony. While a skipper perched on
one scale, cases of Cruzan were piled on the opposite. Peter Holm-berg of St. Thomas, a past America’s Cup
winner who races professionally worldwide, donated his time and skills to our yourrg sgilors, crewing with them
on “Bad Girl.” Captain Nick likewise had a young crew aboard “Annick” and spoke highly of junior sailors.
“Sailing takes stamina, brains, strength and leadership,” he said. Commodore Charlie Fischer expressed

o gratitude to the Department of Tourism and all sponsors.
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begun construction of its
broadband fiber-optic
network on St. Croix.
Work began in the
northern end of Hams
Bluff Road, heading south
towards Frederiksted and
at Lagoon St. in Frederik-
sted, heading north on
Hams Bluff Road.
Meanwhile, VINGN
opened four public

computer centers (PCCs)
around the island. These
offer a free eight-week
course in basic computer
and internet skills with a
certificate from the State
University of New York
upon completion.
Following the “Digital
Literacy” course, users
may take more advanced
training in information
technology related fields.
Kevin Hughes, Vice
President of Sales and

Marketing for VINGN, said
that “participants can
receive training in the
very highest degrees of
digital literacy.”

“There will be hundreds
of telework opportunities
for residents to work
remotely... ,” Hughes said,
speaking of the
ConnectSpace hub.

“ViNGN is looking to do
things that benefit the
community,” Hughes
said.
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Concordia
MLS 12-2144

$925,000

Call Lorine!

on't miss this one-of-a-kind opportunity to own a majestic
USt. Croix landmark home by renowned architect Sacha

Tebd! Breathtaking panoramic views of the turquoise
Caribbean and the islands to the North, meticulous and
delightfully unique architectural details with a wall of windows to
enjoy the views. Rock-solid construction outside, modern flair
inside: updated kitchen designed for gracious entertaining,
sumptuous master bath suite with deluxe tumbled marble and
shower with a view! Elegant pool and patio. 2 Beds/2 Baths, plus
detached 1 Bed cottage with renovated bath & modern kitchen.

Beeston Hill
Comfy yet elegant
custom home in the hills
— graceful covered gallery
overlooks majestic views,
entertaining kitchen,
delightful pool. 4 Beds/3
Baths, prestigious
Beeston Hill. MLS 11-1945
$849,000

Questa Verde
Popular Questa Verde 3
| Bed/2.5 Bath Condo-

Olympic pool, gated entry, Decem ber’s
just seconds to C’sted and

- JSunny Isle. North and South DEAL OF THE MONTH

- views, popular for long term "

" and vagafion rentals,%r 102 Judith's Fancy

' year-round living. Easy Caribbean Living! Very spacious and
= MLS 12-1284. $185,000 open Judith’s Fancy home with family
friendly layout — roomy kitchen and great
room open to brand new deck and large
pool. Just across the street to the beach,
enjoy cool breezes and daily sunrises over
Buck Island and the historical plantation
era ruins. In excellent condition, secure
gated community just a short drive to
sailing, golf and town. Many practical

. extras — solar tint on windows, renovated
septic, excellent storage. 3 Beds/2.5 Baths
on 1+ acre.

MLS 12-1752 Reduced to $399,000

Grange Stock
Country Cottage for
Couples or Empty
Nester! Impressive g
Stainless kitchen, ;
friendly floor plan, [aneass
serene country
location just seconds &
to mid-island. Pretty
South Shore views! 2
Beds/1 Bath.

MLS 12-404 $229,900

ST. CROIX REAL ESTATE MARKET WATCH

CLOSED SALES COMPARISON : 11/30/10-11/30/11 VERSUS 11/30/11 -11/30/12

2010-2011 AVERAGE DAYS MEDIAN 2011-2012 AVERAGE DAYS MEDIAN

SOLD ON MARKET SOLD PRICE SOLD ON MARKET SOLD PRICE
Home Sales 95 286 $330,000 87 274 $315,000
Condo Sales 66 296 $152,000 27 300 $120,000
Land under $39,900 30 293 $29,500 23 368 $27,500
Land over $40,000 48 322 $56,250 33 373 $74,000
Commercial 10 367 $225,000 8 410 $180,000
Information from the St. Croix Multiple Listing Service * The average sales price and the average days on market

could be skewed greatly by only one sale or because of the
small number of annual sales.
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